
      
Naomh Fionán.  
An Fál Carrach 
Nuachtlitir  
PALM SUNDAY  
4th & 5th April 2020. 
 

 
Mass Times and Intentions for the Week 
(All are in private – without congregation) 

 
You can join in with our Services and Masses from the Church  

on the Parish Radio at 106.5 FM. 
 

Sat 4th    7: 00 pm Hughie & Nora Gallagher, Ballina Anniversary 
    William Green, Dunmore.   Anniversary 
 
Sun 5th    11: 00 am Palm Sunday Mass   
 
Mon 6th    10: 00 am Mass   
 
Tue 7th   10: 00 am Mass 
 
Wed 8th     10: 00 am  Bella Sweeney    Anniversary 

 
Thurs 9th    Holy Thursday 

       8: 00 pm  Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
     
Fri 10th    Good Friday 

    3: 00 pm  Good Friday Service 
 8: 00 pm Taizé Prayer Service 

 
Sat 11th    Holy Saturday 

   8.00 pm Easter Vigil Mass 
 
Sun 12th    Easter Sunday 

    11:00 am Easter Sunday Mass 
 

Confessions 
Suspended until further notice, but still available on request. 

 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  

No Adoration this Week 
 

The Drama of Holy Week  
Today is Palm or Passion Sunday, the beginning of Holy Week. It is the climax of our 
Lenten journey and the most important week in the Churches liturgical calendar. It will be to use a 
word with which we are now very familiar ‘unprecedented.’ He will do and say things that his 



followers, friends and family will not fully understand. Despite all he prepared them for and said 
to them, they will not fully grasped what his happening to him or to them. Nothing could have 
prepared them for what they are about to experience and have to deal with. 
Sound familiar? 
About this time in many if not all our parishes, groups of all sorts would have been preparing for 
the celebration of Holy Week and Easter. We think of readers, choirs, altar servers, cleaners, and 
so many more. Sadly because of the Corona virus, it is more than likely that all local parish 
churches will now be closed for Easter. 
As we said, this is unprecedented. Nothing has prepared us for this current and emerging reality. 
Perhaps we are not so unlike the followers, friends and family of Jesus. Three weeks ago if we 
were told that our churches would be closed for Easter, we would not have believed it. All that 
we considered normal has been put on hold; going out freely, shopping with ease, meeting others 
and so much more. So, as we begin this most sacred of weeks how do we enter into the prayers 
and liturgy of Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter? 
At the start of Lent, Jesus asked us to travel and stay with as he began his journey to cross. Now, 
perhaps, we need to find the faith, hope and courage to ask Jesus to stay with during our time of 
suffering, pain and uncertainty. A friend of mine said to me recently that we are all now 
experiencing the pain of Good Friday. Many are afraid and worried about themselves and their 
families. Many have lost their jobs or have been sent home from work without pay, including 
members of my own family. This truly is a time of personal, familial, national and global suffering. 
 
How do we have a sense of God being with us during these challenging times? I find it very easy to 
pray when things are going well for me, when I am in charge and control. This has not been 
experiencing these days. My prayer now is not so much what I do for God, but more of what God 
can do for me – and this is not easy at all! Those who knew Jesus stood by helplessly powerless 
has they watched him being condemned and crucified. Perhaps we feel helpless and powerless 
these days. But we are not without faith our courage: God is with us. This is Christian hope: not 
that things will turn out well or the way we want, but that whatever happens, God is with us.  
Through the cross, fear was shattered by hope, darkness was overcome by light and death was 
defeated by life. This is a time of crucifixion, but the resurrection will come – for all of us. 
 
In prayer, let us reach out to and connect with each other; we are not alone – God is with us. 

-Br Michael Moore OMI  
 
Letter from Bishop Alan McGuckian giving an update as a result of new Covid-19 guidelines 
We made the sad and painful decision two weeks ago to cancel all public Masses. It was purely 
and simply in the interest of helping to save lives. Our people, though many of them were 
devastated at losing the possibility of regular communion, accepted that decision in the interests 
of the common good. 
Last Saturday I communicated to the priests the decision that our practice at the time of a funeral 
should be confined to the prayers at the graveside in the presence of immediate family only. That 
decision was made after consultation with the Infection Control Office for the North West and a 
good number of priests. Today the Government has issued a new guideline calling for a limit of ten 
people present at funerals. We will continue with our policy of praying at the graveside only and 
strongly encourage families to respect both social distance and the limit of ten persons. Ongoing 
cooperation with Undertakers is much appreciated. I recognise the invaluable service they are 
providing to the bereaved now as at other times. 



The Coronavirus is an extremely contagious disease and if we as a community do not do all in our 
power to abide by the restrictions placed on us many people may die, as we know is the case in 
other countries. For this reason I call on everyone to accept this extremely painful restriction. If 
we stretch ourselves for a short few weeks many lives will be saved. 
My recommendation is that on the day of a funeral the priest could offer Mass for the deceased in 
the morning, behind closed doors without a congregation present. This Mass could be relayed by 
webcam or by Facebook to the family gathered at home. The Mass would then be followed by 
burial and prayers in the graveyard. 
Those over 70 and those with underlying health conditions are mandated by the Government to 
stay at home and they should be strongly encouraged not to attend funerals even when all of their 
humanity seems to demand it of them. Many of our priests are over 70 and others are carrying 
underlying conditions. They too must be extremely careful in this regard. 
We continue to pray daily that the threat of this virus will pass. We pray for those who have died 
of the virus and those who mourn them. We ask God’s protection and blessing on all of the 
frontline workers who are so deserving of our appreciation and admiration. We commit ourselves 
to look out for each other and to do all we can to protect our neighbours from infection. 
 
With every blessing and good wish. 
+Alan McGuckian SJ 
Bishop of Raphoe 
 

 
Various Ways we can Celebrate and Connect with our Faith each day  

Local 
Naomh Fionán:   Church radio on FM 106.5 
  Facebook: www.facebook.com/Falcarragh-Parish 
 
Teach Pobail Chríost Rí, Gort a ‘Choirce:  Can be viewed online via their church webcam at:  

  www.mcnmedia.tv 
Local Parish Newsletters available on www.parishpress.com 
Vatican Television 
Vatican news relays the Pope’s Mass each day from the Vatican.  The broadcast is simultaneously 
translated into the English language.  For access please link to www.vaticannews.va/en.html 
Webcams 
Some parish churches and cathedrals, including about 20 in Donegal, have webcams for the 
broadcast of Mass and these can be accessed on the following websites: 
www.churchservices.tv , www.mcnmedia.tv , or  www.parishwebsites.ie 
RTÉ  
RTÉ is now broadcasting daily Mass from Saint Eunan Cathedral in Letterkenny. The Mass is live at 
10.30am each morning on RTÉ News Now (Channel 21 on Saorview or on Sky TV at 521).  
Holy Week Ceremonies service will also be broadcast on RTÉ One TV and on RTÉ Radio.  Please see 
their schedule for a list of the services and times.  
Knock Shrine  
Mass is broadcast online on the Knock Shrine website at 12.00 noon and 7.30pm (commencing 
with Rosary at 7.00pm) daily. See www.knockshrine.ie for the daily broadcast.  
Radio Maria Ireland 

http://www.facebook.com/Falcarragh-Parish-112197377079047/
http://www.mcnmedia.tv/
http://www.vaticannews.va/en.html
https://www.churchservices.tv/churches/
https://www.mcnmedia.tv/cameras
https://www.parishwebsites.ie/
javascript:disclaimer(%22http://www.knockshrine.ie%22);


Radio Maria Ireland broadcasts of Mass each day at 10.00am from its studios in Dublin.  Mass can 
be listened to in four different ways: on www.radiomaria.ie, Saorview (Channel 210) on the Radio 
Maria Ireland mobile app, and their Facebook page. 
EWTN 
Eternal Word Television Network is a Catholic television station which broadcasts from the USA.  
EWTN is available on Sky TV and is free to view online at:  
www.ewtnireland.com or  www.ewtnireland.com/television/ 
Shalom TV 
Shalom TV is a Catholic television station which broadcasts live from Rome including daily Mass 
celebrated by Pope Francis.  It is available free to view on some digital television networks 
and via the internet.  Please see http://www.shalomworld.ie/ 
 
Palm Sunday/Holy Week Booklets 
To enable you to join in with the Palm Sunday and Holy Week ceremonies, the Parish Mass 
booklets with the readings, Gospels, prayer, etc., for this week are available in the local shops for 
you to collect or have collected for you.  This will enable you to join in with the services by having 
the readings at home for you to follow during the radio broadcast from the church. 
 
Garment of Suffering – Prayer Wall 
This year, in place of the Garment of Suffering we have instead, in its place, a Prayer Wall in the 
church for everyone to place a prayer or intention, which they wish to have remembered during 
our Easter celebrations. 
It is a place where all our intentions as a parish can be united and brought together to be 
collectively remembered by one another.  It is a place where we can give witness to one another,  
that we are not alone, that we all have something to ask or thank God for, for ourselves or for 
others. 
The intentions you place on the board, don’t have to be too detailed, just a short line or two, 
without the need to identify yourself or anyone – i.e. I pray from my family, or For My Parents, or I 
thank God for my recovery, etc.   
As the church is currently closed, if you would like to have a prayer added to the Wall, please 
contact me in the Parochial House, by phone, email or on Facebook. 
 
Parish Facebook Page 
A new Facebook page has been set up for our parish.  Here you will get the weekly parish 
newsletter as well as service times and information on parish various activities.  It can be found at 
www.facebook.com/Falcarragh-Parish.   
 
Anniversary Mass Bookings 
For any Anniversary Mass or Mass Intentions that have already been booked and are due to take 
place in the Church during this period, I will honour the booking and offer the Mass in private and 
on the date it has been booked for.  If, however, you wish to postpone the Mass booking to a later 
date on which you can attend, please contact Fr. James, by phone to arrange a new date. 
If you wish to make a new Mass booking for an Intention or an Anniversary, please contact Fr. 
James, by phone on 074 91 35196. 
 
Upkeep and support of your parish during the Coronavirus 
During this unusual time when we have Sunday Mass without congregations, some parishioners 
have asked about where they could make their parish contributions, using the parish envelops, 

javascript:disclaimer(%22http://www.radiomaria.ie%22);
http://www.ewtnireland.com/
http://www.ewtnireland.com/television/
https://url6.mailanyone.net/v1/?m=1jCheT-0005oV-64&i=57e1b682&c=ZQwroZCslJUJ14AJZky2om0OUAvSmPNPPKObMsbqCq5qM6K79_1I1S8mO-avzGrcVMb7mIwQIomVrfQrXpcOCcORJDEGAs55VT8lJnN4BqVJ3IA8mUG4Vzv3Ieux7MPdnUjHSoTgNqbgTx6zMaV5nouZ1sRH9v2rk_ZMbqMCiK0hNej-4nryZKtDd-wh4esk5cOtihj2IHY811mlCcx5JG2h4m2IPYt8-UCRYfGYnXM
http://www.facebook.com/Falcarragh-Parish-112197377079047/


etc.  If you wish, and are able to do so, you can continue to support the parish during the present 
crisis by dropping your envelope though the letterbox on the front door of the Parochial House. 
Some have already done so and I thank you for your contribution and support. You may also 
consider setting up a standing order/direct debit with your bank and make your contribution that 
way if you wish. 
The parish bank account details are as follows: 
Account Name:  Falcarragh Parochial Account 
BIC: BOFIIE2D 
IBAN: IE09 BOFI 9051 1744 9468 50 
 
It is a challenging time for all of us, so please only contribute if you can.  I thank you though, for 
your continued support of your parish. 
 
Trócaire 
As a result of the Covid-19 restrictions you are asked to hold onto your Trócaire Lenten Boxes until 
things return to normal and it is safe and possible to return them with your contribution to the 
church.  You may however make your contribution to Trócaire in other ways, by sending a cheque 
directly to Trócaire at, Trócaire Head Office, Maynooth, Co. Kildare, Ireland, W23 NX63; by phone, 
1850 408 408 or by going online to their website and clicking the donate button.  Further details 
are on www.trocaire.org 
 
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
Our local contact number is 087 1443464.  We are here to help you during this time if you need it. 
 
Coiste Pleanáil Teanga – Comórtas ar líne do dhaoine Óga 
Comórtas úr ar-line do dhaoine óga as Cloich Cheann Fhaola nó ina chónaí i gCloich Cheann 
Fhaola. Seol físeáin duit féin nó de do chairde ag ceol amhráin, píosa siamsaíochta nó craic, meme, 
selfie nó rud ar bith eile siamsúil (fad is atá sé i nGaeilge). Duaiseanna iontacha. Seol ag 087 
2270722, cptccf@gmail.com, nó ag na meáin shóisialta. 
 
Tullaghbegley Heritage Walking Weekend - Covid 19 
Is cúis mór bróin dúinn go bhfuil orainn Deireadh Seachtaine Siúil Oidhreachta Tullach Beaglaoich 
a chur ar ceal i mbliana. It is with deep regret that we must cancel this year's Tullaghbegley 
Heritage Walking Weekend due to take place as usual over the May Bank Holiday Weekend. 
Beimid árais. Tabhair aire agus bígí slán. Hope to see you all in 2021. Take care and stay safe.  
 
Volunteers Available 
During these trying and uncertain times we at CLG Chloich Cheann Fhaola are offering the services 
of our volunteers to anyone in the community who needs help with collecting prescriptions, 
groceries, fuel or any other essential needs over the course of the next couple of weeks. 
Obviously, those most vulnerable in our society are the elderly and those with under-lying medical 
conditions; we want to ensure they are looked after whilst also adhering to social distancing and 
hygiene guidelines. If you know of anyone who requires assistance with pick-ups/drop offs over 
the next couple of weeks, please pass on our contact information and we will assist in any way we 
can whilst following HSE Covid-19 health and safety guidelines.  You can reach out to us on 086-
1567503 or 087-2279155. 
 
ALONE: COVID-19 Support Line for Older People 

mailto:cptccf@gmail.com


ALONE has launched a national support line and additional supports for older people who have 
concerns or are facing difficulties relating to the outbreak of COVID-19 (Coronavirus). Professional 
staff are available to answer queries and give advice and reassurance where necessary. The 
support line is open Monday to Friday, 8am-8pm, by calling 0818 222 024. Hours may be extended 
to meet the demand. 
 
Pobail Le Chéile & Siopa Pobail 
Due to Government advice in relation to Covid-19 Virus precautions, Pobail le Chéile staff are 
working from home and we have closed Siopa Pobail until 29th March.  Staff can be contacted at 
074 91 80111 / 086 084 1433, or email on: coord@pobail.org.   
 
A.A. Meetings 
Meetings cancelled until further notice. 
 

Our Parish Newsletters is available online on our parish Facebook site (Falcarragh Parish) & on 

parish press at: http://www.parishpress.net. 

_________ 

Cuimhneacháin Báis: 
Died Recently: 
John Smullan, Gortahork, who was buried in Gortahork last Tuesday. 
Anniversaries at this time:  
Hughie & Nora Gallagher, William Green & Bella Sweeney 

http://www.parishpress.net/

